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COMPLAINT
Chairman . . _
Anter-American Commission.on .. .o
_Human Rights ARGENTINA PROJECT (S200000044)
‘Organization of American States 'U.S. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS
Washington, D. C. 203006 Margaret P. Grafeld, Director
United States of America | () Release .()O}éd’e - ) Deny
‘ . Exemption(s): ) G

D‘;dzssify:( JinPar  ( )inFull

( ) Classify as . ( ) Extend 2 Downgrade

Date Deilaulfyon =0 Rasonm_

Name: Olga Talamante

Nationality: United States of America - j 0 [36

wishes to communicate to the Inter-American Commission on Human

Address: q
nited States of Americas -

Rights, for the purposes established in its Statute and Regula-

‘tions, the following:

Hame of t£he Person Whose Euman Rights Have : - )
seen Violaced: K o :

Olga Talamante, Susana Pioli, Mirta Varela, Edith
Stahellil de Frias, Osvalde Gasparini, Ruben-Piazza, Edq?rdo
Gonzalez, Eduardo Grutsky, Juan GonZalez,'Julio Varela.

Address:

| Olga Talamante, see‘ébove; Susanaiﬁioli,.Mirta Varela,
Ediéh Stﬁhelli de Frias, are presently in the Azul Pr;son, Unit
7; Osvalde Gasparini, Ruben Piazéa, Eduardo Gonzalez, Eduardo
Grutsky, Juan Gonzalez, Julio Varela, are presently in the
Sierra Chica PfiSOn, Gnit 2, Olavarria, Argentina.

Description of the Violation:.

From approximately November 14, 1974, until March 27,

1976, Olga Talamante, Susana Pioli, Mirta Varela, Edith Stahelll
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~+w1 - créferred t5 as the prisoners) we;éd;ubjected to the following

- Eduardo Grutsky, Juan Gonzalez and Julio Varela "{hereinafter

viga Talamante
October 18, 1972

de Frias, Osvaldo Gasparini, Ruben Piazza, Eduardo Gonzalez,

e

—— e—— ———

treatment under the criminal justice system of Argentina:

1. The prisoners, except Susana Pioli, were charged
originally with violations of Articles 1 and 2 of the Argentine
Security Law, Law No. 20.840. The pélice alleged that they
discovered subversive written material aﬁd weapons?in a ﬁohée
where some of'the prisonefs attended a barbeaﬁe. Identical

- .

charges were brought; and soon dismissed, against four other

individuals, including Susana Pioli. 'The weapons which were

allegedly found in the house are identical by serial number to

weapons claimed to have been Epund in three other poliée'raidé < v
on three different houses. Finally, some of the priscners did
not attend the barbecue; for other prisoners it was their first
visit to the particular house. The chérgeslagainst the‘prisoners
are without foundation. The arrests appear to have been made . .
and the charges brought not because-the prisoners had éngaged
in criminal activities, but because they had beeﬁ involved in
the formerly government supported community centers of Azul.

2. Although the prisoners were arrested on November 1¢
and November 11, 1974, they did ndt receive the.assigtance of

an attorney until several months thereafter. At no time did
* -

any government official help or enccurage the prisoners to

obtain effective legal counsel.



Olga Talamante

e - . - -*. - . october 18, 1976

3. Although Olga Ta;amante twice complained‘of'torturé
to Judge Ippélito of the federal di;trict court in'Azul, first
?égiggéeﬁber!lé, 1974, and again in DecembefA1§74,'£hé”judge -
never pursued the complaints.

4. [The first lawyer whom the prisoners retained withdrew

rom the .case after governménf pressure.

5. The secord lagyer Qhom the prisoners retained, Dt.
Perez Abraham of azul, was harassed until he tco léft thé c&sep
Dr. Abraham was the victim of threatening letters, znd, hafore
sentence was passed, his house was-bombéd. |

6. 2Around the time the pfisonér; were to be sentenced

in July 1975, Judge Ippolito received serious threats including

a picture of his daughter accghpanied by a letter warﬁiﬁg him Eé "

make the "propér" decision in the- prisoners'.éase. _ These -

threats caused the judge to take an unplanned mcﬁth's_vacation

in July and August 1975. When the judge finally did pa;s

sentence on the prisoners, he immediatély resigned frecm theﬂbencﬂ.
7. At‘no time did the prisoners receive a.pubiic heariﬁg

on the charges against them&'neither did they have an opportunity

to cross-examine prosecution witnesses or to challenge;the

prosecutor's evidence.

Supporting Material:

1. sSworn affidavit of Olga Talamante (attached). Please

"pay particular attention to {Y3-8, 26-31, 38.

2. Sworn affidavit of Leonard Weinglass (attached).

-

Please pay particular attention to pp. 8-9.




ULga ralamance
October 18, 1976

The above actions violate Article XXV of the American Declaration
of the-Righté and Duties of Man. "“No person may’ be deprived of

:hi%ilibérEfJékcept in the cases and according to the prdéedufes

established by preexisting law." These actions also violiate
Article XXVI of the same document. "Every accused perscn is
presumed to be innocent until‘proved guilty. Every perscn accused

Iy

of an cffense has the right to be given an impartial and public
hearing, and to be tried by courts previously established in
accordance with preexisting laws. .2 Therefore, I respactiully

request that the Commission 1nvest1gate these violations.
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